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Would you like to be involved
in your local community?
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"This is not just about the practicality of shopping but
about the passengers meeting each other for a social
gathering and having a slot in the week when they
can meet friends and do things that they used to do
when they were independent."
William, Volunteer Driver, Nutley

Do I need any particular qualifications?
Volunteer drivers need to comply with the legal
requirements for driving a minibus and
WEALDLINK policies and procedures.
A friendly and considerate manner is also helpful
as community transport helps a variety of people.
WEALDLINK will ensure you have all the
information you need.

Will I receive any training?
Yes, all minibus drivers are encouraged to
undertake the training available through MiDAS
(Minibus Driver Awareness Scheme). This can
take about a day and will not be at the expense of
the volunteer.

NWCTP operators of WEALDLINK Community
Transport are a registered charity (1126292)

Call WEALDLINK on
01892 771332 or email
nwctp@4weald.co.uk
for volunteer driving
opportunities in the
North Wealden area.

Some paid work also available on our
scheduled services supported by the
County Council.
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Will I be out of pocket?
WEALDLINK offers
mileage expenses from

home to collect the
minibus, also lunch if
you are out for a full day.

"We all derive pleasure from helping other people;
some of us (I’m one) see a duty to do that if we can
Apart from that, there’s the pleasure we all get from
making friends and being with friends, and I am
friends with the passengers: it’s a happy day when I
drive Wealdlink passengers.
William, Volunteer Driver, Nutley

Who uses community transport?
Volunteer minibus drivers can be involved in
providing transport to community and voluntary
groups, schools, churches, youth groups, and pre-
bookable door-to-door shopping trips for people who
are unable to use public transport, for whatever
reason.
Community transport enables many older and
disabled people, who might otherwise be socially
isolated, to maintain their independence.

What types of journey could I be asked to do?
If you decide to volunteer for WEALDLINK, you
could choose to drive  a regular service such as the
door to door shopping run, or alternatively for a
one-off booking or outing.
Some journeys may be very short, whilst others take
longer.
You may decide you prefer to drive a regular route
or you may like to have some variety.
There are a number of options to suit most
volunteers.

Why should I volunteer?
Some of the benefits of volunteering include meeting
new people, making friends, keeping active and
making a real difference in your local community.

Who will I be volunteering for?
As a volunteer minibus
driver, you would be part of
a not-for-profit making
organisation that provides
community transport in your
area.

How much time would I be expected
to give?
Depending on the opportunities available, you decide
what time you want to give to volunteer driving and
how it fits around your other commitments. For
example, you might volunteer once a month or
several times a week, whatever suits you best.

 “My mother used the service for years and we were
very grateful for it, as it got her out of the house
It was more of a social outing than just a shopping trip.
So after she passed away, I thought it was time to give
something back. I volunteer once or twice a week  and
really enjoy it. Many people who use the service live
alone and only ever see us, which is quite sad.
I think volunteering is important and I’m not sure you
could run a service like this without volunteers.”
Graham, Volunteer Driver, Five Ash Down


